
 
 

98th Annual National Plant Board Meeting 
July 21 – July 25, 2024 

Grand Rapids, Michigan  
 

It’s almost �me! The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) 
would like to invite you to Grand Rapids, Michigan to atend the 98th Annual Na�onal Plant 
Board Mee�ng. 
 
The mee�ng will commence on July 21, 2024, at 1:00PM with a Board of Directors Mee�ng and 
a 6:00PM Welcome Recep�on. As customary, we will have four ac�on-packed days of 
presenta�ons, field trips, and a banquet.   
 

Meeting Registration 
 
Register online for the 2024 Na�onal Plant Board Mee�ng at the following Eventbrite link 
htps://www.eventbrite.com/e/98th-annual-na�onal-plant-board-mee�ng-�ckets-
859673605897. Registra�on is only available online.  
PPQ atendees – please use this link: htps://www.eventbrite.com/e/98th-annual-na�onal-
plant-board-mee�ng-ppq-only-�ckets-859664939977 
 

• Early registra�on is $600.00 for the en�re week if you register by July 12, 2024. 
• Single day registra�on is available for Sunday/Monday only, July 21 & 22, for $200.00, 

Tuesday only, July 23, for $250.00, Wednesday only, July 24, for $250.00, and Thursday 
only, July 25 (half-day mee�ng), for $100.00. Single day registra�on also closes on July 
25, 2024. 

• Full/Late registra�on is $650.00 and begins on July 13, 2024. 
• Guest registra�on is available for the guests of the atendees that will not be atending 

any por�on of the mee�ng but joining the atendee for meals and/or field trip. The 
guest registra�on fee is $350.00. 

 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/98th-annual-national-plant-board-meeting-tickets-859673605897
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/98th-annual-national-plant-board-meeting-tickets-859673605897
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/98th-annual-national-plant-board-meeting-ppq-only-tickets-859664939977
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/98th-annual-national-plant-board-meeting-ppq-only-tickets-859664939977


Accommodations / Room Rates 
 

The 98th Annual Na�onal Plant Board Mee�ng will be held at the Amway Grand Plaza, located at 
187 Monroe Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503. Guests will be staying at the Amway 
Grand Plaza with overflow going to the connected Courtyard Marriot Hotel (not to be confused 
with the JW Marriot Grand Rapids), located at 11 Monroe Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, Michigan 
49503. You have two op�ons for hotels, but we recommend the Amway Grand Plaza as that is 
where the mee�ngs will be held. 
 
Reserva�ons can be made for the Amway Grand Plaza by calling 800-253-3590 or the Courtyard 
Marriot Grand Rapids by calling 877-901-6632. Please be sure to only call either of these 
numbers to reserve your rooms as there is no group code. You can also reserve online for either 
hotel by clicking on this link htps://book.passkey.com/e/50712691 The group rate is $117.00 
plus service charge and taxes. This rate will be available three days prior to and three days a�er 
the mee�ng.  
  
Hotel reserva�ons must be made on or before Friday, July 12, 2024, in order to be eligible for 
the group rate. Check-in �me is at 4:00 PM; early arrivals will be accommodated based on 
availability. Check-out �me is 11:00 AM. 
 
More informa�on about the hotels can be found here for the Amway Grand and here for the 
Courtyard Marriot.  The Amway Grand has eight restaurant/bars/coffee shops, three manual 
bowling lanes, a speakeasy, and spa. 
 

Hotel Parking 
 
Overnight guests of the hotels for our group (Na�onal Plant Board) can park in the Amway 
Grand parking ramp and will receive 50% off of the current parking rates, your cost will be 
$20.00/per night for self-parking and $22.00/per night for valet parking. The rates will be in the 
reserva�on system for our group. Overnight parking has unlimited in and out privileges. Parking 
in the hotel ramp is not guaranteed so you may have to park in the adjacent parking ramp. For 
those staying in the Courtyard Marriot Hotel the parking ramp is on the lowest level of the 
hotel. 
 

Transportation 
 

The nearest airport is the Gerald R. Ford Interna�onal Airport (GRR). Transporta�on to and from 
the airport is the responsibility of the traveler. 
 
Car rental and ground transporta�on informa�on: Ground (grr.org) 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbook.passkey.com%2Fe%2F50712691&data=05%7C01%7Ccampbellt8%40michigan.gov%7Cce161a555e104e9fd3c908dbe06841b2%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C638350510609784354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u%2BtvkFi4ge4nAWuL3OSJF0xjfzmOKMIFtjmX1RMQPDE%3D&reserved=0
https://amwaygrand.com/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/grrdt-courtyard-grand-rapids-downtown/overview/
https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/grrdt-courtyard-grand-rapids-downtown/overview/
https://www.grr.org/ground


The Amway Grand Plaza and Courtyard Marriot are located 13.6 miles (approximately a 20-
minute drive) from the airport. 

 
Weather 

 
Grand Rapids, Michigan in July has an average high temperature of 83 degrees and an average 
low of 63 degrees. We will be outside for the majority of the field trip on Tuesday, so please 
bring appropriate clothing and sunblock. We will provide botled water but encourage you to 
bring your own water botles. 
 

Field Trip 
 

We will be heading out for our field trip on Tuesday, July 23rd from 11:00-6:00, which will consist 
of a visit to Walters Gardens to learn about their large-scale growing opera�ons, grading, and 
quaran�ne compliance procedures for shipping perennials across the na�on and the world. For 
more informa�on about Walters Gardens, go to Walters Gardens, Inc. We will have lunch in 
their picnic area, weather permi�ng.  
 
A�er Walters Gardens, we will head to Lake Michigan and visit Saugatuck. While there you have 
a few choices. You can take an hour-long boat tour on the Star of Saugatuck on the scenic water 
of the Kalamazoo River and Lake Michigan, where you will take in and learn about one of the 
Great Lakes of Michigan. Or you can a take a 40-minute dune ride to learn about the local dune 
vegeta�on and wildlife. Lastly, you can explore beau�ful Saugatuck on your own. For more 
informa�on on Saugatuck, go to EXPLORE | Saugatuck/Douglas, MI. Please note there is limited 
sea�ng for the boat and dune rides, so make your choice as soon as possible on your Eventbrite 
registra�on. 
 

Door Prizes 
 

We are planning on having mul�ple door prize giveaways during the mee�ng. Please consider 
bringing a door prize that shows off your state or your agency to share with the group. Many of 
our atendees will be flying to and from our venue, so please keep travel restric�ons on liquids 
and gels in mind. The form for the door prizes is atached. We ask that you include your name, 
agency, state, and item to expedite the giveaway process for the mee�ng facilitators. Email the 
completed form to mar�nt9@michigan.gov. 

 
Grand Rapids 

 
Grand Rapids is an exci�ng city! Known as Beer City USA, Grand Rapids boasts more than 40 
cra� breweries, several within walking distance from the Amway Grand. Learn more about 
things to do in  Grand Rapids here. The city also offers a free DASH shutle opera�ng to midnight 

https://www.waltersgardens.com/
https://www.saugatuck.com/explore/
mailto:martint9@michigan.gov
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1L9XleayG5jogGZZcIcP8U7PFgDE&hl=en_US&ll=42.9661008216622%2C-85.58237000467999&z=12
https://www.experiencegr.com/
https://www.experiencegr.com/articles/post/dash-route/


during the week. We encourage you to take in the sights of the Grand River running through this 
walkable downtown and enjoy your stay in Michigan! 

 
Contact Information 

 
If you have any ques�ons or concerns regarding the mee�ng, please contact Molly Mot – 
motm@michigan.gov or Tina Campbell – campbellt8@michigan.gov.  
 

mailto:mottm@michigan.gov
mailto:campbellt8@michigan.gov




 
 
 

Door Prize Form 
 
Name:  
 
Agency: 
 
State: 
 
How would you like send your donation?  

 
☐  *By mail to: 

MDARD-PPPM 
c/o Tammy Martin 
PO Box 30017 
Lansing, MI 48909 
  
*Please mail by June 24, 2024 
 

☐  Email (e-Gift Card) to Tammy Martin – martint9@michigan.gov  
  
☐  I will bring the door prize with me. 
 
Door Prize Item(s): 
 
 

mailto:martint9@michigan.gov
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