lllinois -- Indiana --lowa -- Kansas -- Michigan -- Minnesota --Missouri
North Dakota -- Nebraska -- Ohio

Alabama -- Arkansas -- Florida -- Georgia -- Kentucky - Louisiana
Mississippi -- North Carolina -- Oklahoma -- Puerto Rico -- South
Carolina -- Tennessee -- Texas -- Virginia

PRESIDENT
GEIR Y. FRIISOE
MINNESOTA

VICE PRESIDENT
WAYNE N. DIXON
FLORIDA

SECRETARY-TREASURER
ANN GIBBS
MAINE

PAST PRESIDENT

MIKE COOPER
IDAHO

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
AURELIO POSADAS

P.O. Box 847

ELK GROVE, CA 95759
916-709-3484
AURELIOP@ELKGROVE.NET

DIRECTORS
CENTRAL PLANT BOARD

PHILIP MARSHALL
INDIANA

JULIE C. VAN METER
NEBRASKA

EASTERN PLANT BOARD

CAROL HOLKO
MARYLAND

DANA RHODES
PENNSYLVANIA

SOUTHERN PLANT BOARD

MIKE EVANS
GEORGIA

LARRY NICHOLS
VIRGINIA

WESTERN PLANT BOARD

MITCHELL YERGERT
COLORADO

ROBERT LEAVITT
CALIFORNIA

CENTRAL PLANT BOARD: EASTERN PLANT BOARD:
Connecticut -- Delaware -- Massachusetts -- Maryland -- Maine
New Hampshire -- New Jersey -- New York--- Pennsylvania

South Dakota -- Wisconsin Rhode Island -- Vermont -- West Virginia

SOUTHERN PLANT BOARD: WESTERN PLANT BOARD:
Alaska -- Arizona -- California -- Colorado — Guam - Hawaii -- Idaho --
Montana Nevada -- New Mexico -- Oregon -- Utah -- Washington --

Wyoming

NP

national plant board

NATIONAL PILLANT BOARD
August 8, 2013
Louisville, Kentucky

RESOLUTION No. 3

USDA APHIS PPQ Fulfillment of Plant Protection Act of 2000

WHEREAS, the preemption clause of the Plant Protection Act of 2000 prevents States from
regulating the movement of plants to control plant pests or noxious weeds in a more stringent
manner than the federal regulation, if USDA has regulations or orders in place to control that

plant pest or noxious weed.

WHEREAS, the Plant Protection Act of 2000 states that "it is the responsibility of the Secretary
to facilitate exports, imports, and interstate commerce in agricultural products and other
commodities that pose a risk of harboring plant pests or noxious weeds in ways that will reduce,
to the extent practicable, as determined by the Secretary, the risk of dissemination of plant pests
or noxious weeds," because the unregulated movement of plant pests could present an
unacceptable risk of introducing or spreading plant pests.

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of USDA APHIS PPQ) to safeguard American agriculture by
regulating the interstate movement of plant pests and noxious weeds, yet the agency does not
consistently enforce federal regulations according to the Plant Protection Act of 2000. Specific
examples include imported fire ants, gypsy moth, and Phytophthora ramorum.

WHEREAS, the Plant Protection Act of 2000 provides for exceptions to allow States to impose
additional prohibitions or restrictions if the State can show that there is a special need based
upon sound scientific data or thorough risk assessment. However, NPB member states have
applied for at least five special needs exemptions, and to date no special needs application has
been approved by USDA APHIS PPQ.

WHEREAS, the above actions or inaction on the part of USDA APHIS PPQ) increases the risk
of interstate movement of plant pests and puts excessive demands upon limited State resources
to carry out these activities which are the primary responsibility of USDA APHIS PPQ.

RESOLVED by the National Plant Board at its annual meeting in Louisville, Kentucky August
4-8, 2013 that USDA APHIS PPQ should completely fulfill its responsibilities under the Plant
Protection Act of 2000 by fully enforcing current pest quarantines, granting special needs
requests to enable states to adequately protect their agricultural and natural resources, or to
deregulate those specific pests that USDA APHIS PPQ is not fully safeguarding against.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the NPB requests that USDA APHIS PPQ improve its enforcement
structure to allow for meaningful penalties when there are clear violations of federal quarantines and
that Investigative and Enforcement Services be enabled to conduct thorough investigations in a timely

manner.
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