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DELAWARE 
 

SUMMARY OF PLANT PROTECTION REGULATIONS 
Updated June 7, 2016 

 
Delaware Department of Agriculture Plant Industries Section 

2320 South DuPont Highway 
Dover, DE 19901-5515 
Office: (302) 698-4500 

Fax: (302)697-6287 
E-mail: Faith.Kuehn@state.de.us 

 
The information, as provided, is for informational purposes only and should not be 
interpreted as complete, nor should it be considered legally binding.  Coordination with 
both your state and the destination state plant regulatory agency listed above may be 
necessary to stay up-to-date on revised requirements. 
 
Faith B. Kuehn, PhD………………………………………Environmental Program Administrator 
Geri McClimens .................................................................................... Administrative Specialist II 
 
Plant Regulatory & Protection Programs: 
Jeffrey A. Brothers……………..……….Environmental Program Manager, Nursery Certification 
Lian Colon………………………………………………..Environmental Scientist I, Nursery Unit 
Todd R. Davis ………………...Environmental Program Manager, Noxious Weeds and Seed Lab 
Jillian Dixon……………………….……………………………………CAPS Survey Technician 
Richard Goerger…………………………………………………………...…Acting State Apiarist 
Stephen Hauss……...…Environmental Scientist II and State Survey Coordinator, CAPS Program 
R. Blake Moore ............................................................ Environmental Scientist II, Noxious Weeds 
 
Seed Laboratory: 
Todd R. Davis  ...................................................................................... Seed Laboratory Supervisor 
Lisa G. Jones……………………………Environmental Scientist II, Seed Certification Specialist 
Ken Wilkins ............................................................................ Agricultural Commodity Inspector II 
Rachael Epps ........................................................................... Agricultural Commodity Inspector II 
 
 
NURSERY STOCK DEFINITION 
 
Any plant for planting, propagation, or ornamentation, including, but not limited to:  

1 ) all plants, trees, shrubs, vines, perennials, grafts, cuttings and buds that may be sold        
for propagation, whether cultivated or wild, and all viable parts of these plants;  
2) any other plant or plant part, including cut Christmas trees or any non-hardy plant  
or plant part, including but not limited to: annuals, bedding plants, vegetable plants, aquatic 
plants, horticultural products, and plants produced by tissue culture, cloning or from stem 
cell cultures or other prepared media culture.  
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GENERAL SHIPPING REQUIREMENTS FOR NURSERY STOCK  
 
Shipments of nursery stock into Delaware must be accompanied by a State-of-Origin inspection 
certificate bearing the name and address of the shipper and the recipient, stating that the contents 
were inspected by a qualified state or federal agricultural official. 
 
NOXIOUS WEEDS 
 
Ambrosia trifida ........................................................................................................ Giant Ragweed 
Cirsium arvense ........................................................................................................ Canada Thistle 
Sicyos angulatus........................................................................................................... Burcucumber 
Sorghum halepense ...................................................................................................... Johnsongrass 
Amaranthus palmeri………………………………………………….....……….Palmer Amaranth 
Uruchloa texana…………………………………...……………………………….Texas Panicum 
 
The noxious weeds listed above are prohibited in the State of Delaware, and may not be 
transported into or through the state, and may not be allowed to reach a height in excess of 24 
inches or set seed.  
 
QUARANTINES OR ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
CERTIFICATION OF CURRANT PLANTS 
 

STATES REGULATED: All  
 
MATERIALS REGULATED:  Plants of Ribes spp.  
 
RESTRICTIONS:  Shipment of regulated materials into and cultivation within Delaware 
will be allowed, provided a permit authorizing shipment into this area and planting and 
propagation within the area is obtained from the Plant Industries Section. No permits 
shall be issued for the plants Ribes aurium or Ribes nigrum. 

 
SUMMARY OF HONEYBEE REGULATIONS 
 
All persons keeping bees in the State shall annually register any and all of their colonies and 
apiary locations with the Department of Agriculture. The colonies are subject to annual 
inspection to see if any are found to be infested by a disease, mite, or Africanized honeybee.  
 
Anyone wishing to ship or transport any colony of bees or used beekeeping equipment into the 
State is required to secure an entry permit from the Department. To obtain a permit from the 
Department, the person moving the colonies of bees or used beekeeping equipment must submit 
an inspection certificate from an authorized inspector of the State-of-Origin issued within the 
preceding sixty days. 
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No person shall ship or transport into the State, any queen bee, combless package of bees, or 
nucleus colonies of bees unless accompanied be a valid inspection certificate issued by an 
authorized inspector of the State-of-Origin. If the State-of-Origin does not have any apiary 
inspection agency, no person may ship or transport a queen bee, combless package of bees, or 
nucleus colony of bees from that State to Delaware without first contacting the Delaware 
Department of Agriculture's State Apiarist.  
 
SHIPMENT OF PLANT PESTS AND BIOLOGICAL CONTROL AGENTS 
 
No person may sell, offer for sale, move, convey, transport, deliver, ship or offer for shipment, 
any plant pest or biological control agent, without a permit from the Delaware Department of 
Agriculture. The permit shall be affixed conspicuously and on the exterior of each shipping 
container, box, package, etc. or accompany each shipping container, box, package, etc. as the 
Department directs. 
 
The Department shall regulate and control the sale and use of biological control agents, as 
defined in the Plant Pest Law, to assure their safety and effectiveness in the control of injurious 
plant pests and to prevent the introduction or use of biological control agents which may be 
injurious to persons, property, useful plant or animal life, non-target species, agriculture, forest 
lands, horticultural interests or the State's general environmental quality. 
 
HOUSE PLANT INSPECTIONS 
 
House plants kept indoors may be moved into Delaware. House plants from States quarantined 
for the Imported Fire Ant must be accompanied by a Certificate of Inspection (AL, AR, CA, FL, 
GA, LA, MS, NC, NM, OK, PR, SC, TN, TX, VA). 
 


