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PANEL DISCUSSION ON HOPS

º The US hop industry & how it is 

changing

ºDisease issues affecting hops -

viruses & mildews

ºChallenges of visual inspection 

and the need for certification

ºWhat is planting stock 

certification? 

·NCPN

·State pathogen -tested 

certification programs under 

development

ºQuestions? Please ask as we 

go along



HOPS IN THE UNITED STATES

ºOne of the oldest North American crops, grown since 

colonial times

ºEast Coast of US used to be main hop -producing area 

º 1900s prohibition and disease wiped out traditional 

growing areas - downy & powdery mildew

ºHop production moved west



HOW TO PROPAGATE HOPS

ºPropagated from rhizomes or soft root cuttings

º Tissue culture propagation is becoming more popular

ºGrown for 1 season in greenhouse before being 

transplanted into the hopyard

Matousek et al., 2011; www.homebrew.com



CUTTINGS TO CONES IN 1 SEASON



HOP PRODUCTION REQUIREMENTS

ºPerennial crop

ºRequires long days to flower and cone

ºRequires a specific chilling requirement (<40 F 1 -2 months)

ºMost commercial production occurs at 35 -50 degrees 

latitude 



2018

PNW: 55,000

104 million lbs

MI: 900 acres

Everyone else:

1,000 acres 

Worth $618 million



WHY? 

ºBEER!!!


